CAHERCONLISH PARISH. 403

SITUATTON. This Parish is situated in the Barcny of Clan-

william and is hounded on the ess+ by the Parishes of Grean,
Drumkeen and Abbington; on ths north by the latter Parish; on
the wost by Ludden end Ineh St. Laurence Parishzs and on the
south by Ballybrood Parish.

NAME. The name of this Parish is pronounced Cathair
Chinniis in Irish, which signifies the Caher of the Head of
the Liss, and is not of acclesisstieal

arigin. The objects
from which the rame aas been composed are r»ot known to the
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inhabitonts ~f the nlace and cousequently are nnt pointed
out to the tLopucrapilenl investigator Both have bocern nrod-
ably destroyed.

Cathair Cicniiss iz mentioned in the Annads ol Trnie-
fallen; insert here whnt is gaid of i%; old wvcclesiosticnl,

gtate, and historical information.

We Tind mastion mads of (Ualhnair Cinnlisgs in the Anrate
of Innisfallecn 2t A.D. 1304. "A great hostlieng of north
Munster by Torloghk, sou of Taiy Caoluiske Q'Brien to attack
Munster, wherain the Mrglich were rore numerous and pastcd
the Shannon ¢ssiward o the distriet of O’Cuanach upon thot
expediticn, that the Irish iunrediting them (these) countic:
gnd the two Hile =und Horth Mucster wrney in the Courtics
of Limerick ond Tivpsrary =nd Aocgraine and Acsirimaighe wore
brought vnder cubjection and gave up their hostages to Jor-
logh; he pursued on his Jjourney with his bands of coldiers
into the plains of Muaster foremost with his etandards ov
ensigns and with his colcours in the midst and their golden
shields on 1ke cutsids, with their spaars ready and their
cavalry hindmost, and 7a thal order proceedsd 1o Cahercintices
and attacked ihe Englisinwen vhatb werc ia the T !
common <laughi~r of tham thara; 1o dewolivhid the
burned tihe Lown Trem baon o bulwack o the other
eity, that there was no abods with the Englishmen
not entirely burned."

Of tLtuz oid Churen of Oaherconlich
of the cast gable twelve Yezt in 7
length of the soutih wall
feet in hoight, remains
built up sgainsh hheso
gre regalar sized ston:
The Proqosn nt Churah of Th oy
the site of the ol o312 just senticnnd,
been pullied dewin towards the west
much in use,

1?& rema?riar nf
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Karkinlish (Chapsl of) Churches and Chapels of the Libey
of Owney, Cahir- kenlj iGah, eLc., ¢ mentioned in Inquisitio:
23rd August XXXIV Elizebetb, quoted in Archdall’s Mon. Eib.
at Abbington, which veae in our Extraci from the work reliniive
to Abbington insecrted at the descriptien of the Parigh of that
name, which will be given below. (Civil historical int Coma -
tion, modern and old).

Fitzgerald in his History of Limerick, Vol.I, ».283 nt
Cahirconlish, tells us that:-

"Tt is at present a larg:s but wot very thriving vilinge,
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though it was once a walled town econtaining fonr castles and

an extensive College the site of which 1is called the "College
Field." The foundation of thig Seminary and of a strong gate-

way that led into the town were to be seen rot long since.

In the village is a very handsome Church with o fine stesple.
Within the Church and eclose to tlhe Corpunicn Table is & mor-

vment of the Gabbett femily, and in the chancel there is =
monument of the Bourkes, now occupied by the Wilson family,

the present proprietors. T+ is in basco relieve and on The 4086
top is a representation of the Crucifixion, with the Arms OF
the Bourkes between the liues of the following inscription.-

vHune tumaium Tasobaldus Bourke sibi et uxuri suae Slany
Brien fieri Bourke adsum sobolis Carolina Sunguine tinot:
atque Brianorum. Anno Domini 1441."

(p.288) Ths Glebe hes Dbeen beantifully and testefuliy
planted by the preseat ireumbent, the Rev. Richard COX xsx«
Near the house is the Castle ol Qorricfarrioyls or O'Farr-
ell'’s Rock. 'The 0'Dalys were its last inhabitants, tub it 407
was buillt by the Bourkes and nsar it is n Tine old fortrozes
ecalled Cnoe a tSean Cnuislepnn, or the Hill of the Cestlic
(rectus, the Hill of tne Old Castle).

Gsherconlisn House, situaied near the Villege, was Dailt
a few venrs since by ths prasant Major Wilgon, the old fo-ily
morsio- having gone to decay (p.287). In tho Porish af nere
conlish is situated Brittas.

A note =ov: here that the Wilson family olaims great -
tiguity. That W, Wilson was vo:n Chancellor szad Chaplin T
Williem the Conquernr (references nnde to "Chronicw Judic.alia®
a8 auth~rity). His fnmily settled at Klton, Yorksnire, Col,
Sir Ralph Wilso: was tne first of thie Tamily wno came over 10
Ireland dvrins the trovbles be ween Charles I and ths Parila-
ment. He wss the sncestor of the Major Wilson above mentioned,

Carrigoreely old Ongtle stands in the south west corner 408..
of Carrigoreely Townland (about a mile north west of Caher-
conlisn Village). It is erecised on = lime stone rock aboud
two chains in diameter and twenty foet high. Tnis rock is
twenty feet high at the west side of the eastle only; four
feet or five feet on the other siuves. The Irish name is
Carraig Frearghaile, which signifies Farel's Recek, (This s
gener=1liy written Farreil in the anglicised form though i cre
is but me r and one 1 in the Irish form. The name in the
present instsnce must be considesred a praeanomen — christion
name — and not a surname. Thersfors O'Farrell’s Rock, given
above s5s & translation by Fitzgerald, is dawnright nonsense).,
The walls are perfect, Tt meansures nineteen feet eight in-
ches by fourtesn and a half foot in the clear and has fiv.
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stories; the frurth floor is arched underneath. The heignt
of the structure is about seventy feet and the thickness of
the walls about six and a half feet.

Ennckatancaglaun is the name of a townland bounded on
the west by Carrigoereesly in this Parish. It is written Cnoc
8 tSean Chaisleain in Irish and signifies the Hill of the 0ld
Castle. Thers is no remark mzde in the Name Book as to the
existence of any old ruins in this townland.

The ruins of the Canstle of Brittas are situated in the 409
east part of ‘he Townlend of Brittas on the west bank of the
River Mulkeir, which defended one side of this military strue-
ture. On the s.uthwest and northwest corners were two round
towers, one on each, of which Torty feetl in height yet remain
their diamster inside being sixitesn feet. The thicknuss of
the walls is the same with that of the walls of the Casgtle,
which is five feet., Tne wall of the Castle running between
them from nortn to south is btwsnty eignt paces (eighty four
feet) long, which is the distence they stand from each other,
aad twenty five feut high. The lcocality is level growvnd.

In Smith's Coilections for Limerick (MSS. R.I.A.) we find
the following reference to Caherconlishi-—

The Second Siege of Limerick (1691). 410
"After the defent 8

ations for the Sieg: of
great supply of norses
or

i

¢t Aghrim, General Ginkle made prepar-
" Limerick. But notwithstanding the
frem Bogland, ne found there were many
more still wanting f the use of the heavy cannon aznd there-
fore it was propnss=d in Ceuneil i» convey them from Athlore
to Limerick by water, but that veing found impracticable by
means of the stops at Killaloe, the General sent to Dublin and
was furnished by most of the nobility and gentry with their
ach horses, bat 2ll together being insufficient for the pur-
pose, many more were prezsed in 211l parts of the Kingdom for
the purpose. The Genaral in his march received intelligence
that the Irish foot were drawn in Limerick and that thsir
horses were posted nrar the town - thet Tyrcounnel was taken

¢

suddenly ill and that sevoral factiows were fomented among 411
the Chief Officers in the t-wo, gome of them being suspected

to inciine to an azcomodation wlth tne Englisin. This news
occasioned the General to disperrce his declarations among
them, by a spy, encouraging the Irisp to submit, which was
effected without any discovery. On the 14th of August *
army enczmped at Cahsrconlish, Tv~m whence the Gereral witn
other great officers marched with a party within two miles
of Limerick, where some of the eremies scouts deserted and
early on the 18th, 1500 horse =nd dragoons, cormanded Dby
Major General Ravlgny and 1000 foot by the Privnce of Heese
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with six Field pleces marched towards Limerick, with whom
the General and the Chief Officers went to take a view of
the place® etc.

See also at the same year (A.D, 1304) with that mentioned
in the Annals of Innisfallen, to which reference has been made
sbove, Caithreim Tnoirdhealbhaigh, i.e,, the Exploits of Tor-
logh. O’Gorman MSS. R.I.A, written originally in the year of
Christ 1469 by John, son of Rory Mac Crath, Chief Antiquarian

to the princely family of the Dalcassians and translated into

English by P. O'Conell, who died about the year of Christ 1826,

The site of an old Church called Teampall Mhichil, that
is, the Church of 8t. Michael, lies within a green field
planted with fir trees in the west part of the Townland of
Templemichael, to the north of the road leading from Caher-
conlish to Abbington, It is covered with grass and measures
about sixty by thirty feet. The inhabitants of the placs
say there was a grave yard here formerly; human bones and
01d coffins were found in 1819 whilst the grouad was dug wup
when the field was under cultivation. It was from the above
mentioned Church the townland obtained its name.

8ituated in the north west corner of Skahard Townland
and to the south of the road between it and Highpark, within
a cultivated field, is & spot, some time ago used as a burial
ground, called Cili 8 Bhothair, which signifies, according to
the ecommon application of Cill now prevalent in this part
of the ooumiry, the Burial Ground of the Road, Children were
buried until about the year 1800, when the place was eulti-
vated, Three hawthorn bushes growing on the ground mark the
locality.

Kilmurry is the name of a townland in this Parish and,
according to its signification, is of ecclesiastical origin,
being Cili Mhuire in Irish, which means the Church of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Cella 8,V. Mariae. However there are no
0old Church ruins found here at present, The ruins of a Roman
Catholic old Chapel and a grave yard enclosed by a wall, arse
situated in the west end of the townland to the south of the
road from Caherconlish to Abbington.

RKillanure is the name of a Townland in this Parish, which

412

413

414

is pronounced Cill an Iubhair in Irish and signifies the Church

of the Yew Tree, 1.e,, Cella Taxis. In this townland is situ-
ated a small hill, now cultivated, which is known by the name
of Killanure and on which great quantities of human bones were
found on digging the earth some time since; & cirocumstance
that, together with the name, puts it beyond conjeacture that
there were & Church and burial ground, or at least the latter
ag Cill would be mpplied to it also, situated here which have
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been disused and destroyed at some period back, not now ex-
actly known.

Tobermolaga Townland obtained name from a well situated
in the west end of it and called in Irish Tobar Molaga, which
means the Well of Baint Molaga, i.e,, Fons Sancti Molagae.

The Life of 8aint Molaga is published in AA, 88. at -~ day

of -~ The well is now dried up. A stone work, which yet re-
mains, surrounded its waters. B8ituated in the north end of
the Townland of Knockeen is Knockeen Hill, which is pronounced

in Irish Cnoc Caoin, that is, the Delightful Hill, i.e., Collis

amaenus, and from which it appears the townland obtained name.
On this hill is a cavern whose entrance is about three feet
in diameter, It branches inwards into several apartmentis
overhung with massive oliffs,
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